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Deuteronomy 18

Focus:  to protect the church from false and idolatrous purveyors of truth by 
their submission to the teaching of the Word.

Read Deut. 18.1-8.  What would be the benefits of the people providing for 
the Levitical priests rather than the priests paying their own way?  how would 
this bless the people?  the priests?  how does this compare with NT teaching 
about paying pastors and teachers?  (cf. Gal. 6.6; 1 Tim. 5.17; 1 Cor. 9.13)  
How can this be a blessing to our church?

Read 18.9-14.  What do these practices have in common?  Why do you think 
these practices are so disliked by God?  How are these snares tempting 
believers today?  (Note the NT condemnation of similar practices in  Acts 
19.18, 19; Gal. 5.19-21; Rev. 9.20, 21).

Read 18.15-22.  what is the role of the prophet like Moses who is to come?  
What difference does it make that Christ fulfilled this prophecy according to 
verses like Acts 3.19-24; John 1.45, 6.14, 7.40?  How would you apply the 
"test" of false prophets in verses 21-22?

The teaching on priests (1-8) and on prophets (15-22) brackets the teaching 
on abominable practices of consulting false gods (9-14).  How is the teaching 
of the Word to be a safeguard from divination, etc... for you?  What must be 
strengthened concerning the way you receive the teaching of the Word on 
Sundays for you to be safeguarded by it?

Spend some time thanking God for the teaching of the Word at NW and 
inviting Him to use it fully in your lives.
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